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ELIZABETH. Hmm. Z

MRS. GIVINGS. Oh - I'm sorry, 1
ELIZ
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IN THE NEXT ROOM OR THE VIERATOR PLAY

MRS: GIVINGS: Wait 2 moment:

Elizabeth, when the milk comes in, can you feel any
love for the child?

ELIZABETH. I try not to think of love. I iy not to think of

Henry Douglas:

MRS. CIVINGS. Of-vourse: Do you want more children, Eliz-

abeth? That is a tactless question, you don’t need to

answer, forgive me, sometimes I say whatever is in my
head. | want more children and my husband desper-
ately wants more children but I am afraid of another
birth, aren’t you? When I gave birth I remember so
clearly, the moment her head was coming out of my
body, I thought: Why would any rational creature do
this twice, knowing what I know now? And then she
came out and clambered right onto my breast and
tricd to eat me, she was so hungry, so hungry it terri-
fied me — her hunger. And I thought: is that the first
emotion? Hunger? And not hunger for food but want

ing to eat other people® Specifically one’s mother? And
then 1 thought — isn't it strange, isn't it strange about
Jesus? That is to say, about Jesus being a2 man? For it
is women who are caten — who turn their bodies into
food ~ I gave up my blood — there was so much blood —
and [ gave-up my body — but I couldn't feed her, could
not turn my body into food, and she was so hungry. 1
suppose that makes me an inferior kind of woman and
a very inferior kind of Jesus. -

GIVINGS. Oh, dear, they said you were very religi

that must have sounded
ETH. 1 was very religious.

1. I thought of Jesus while I was giving birth, like
you But I wasn't thinking abaut why was He a man.
1 way, thinking, pleasc save mg Jesus. And e did.
Now why He didn’t save my Henry I don’t know, so I
stopped, believing in Him. »
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63<pk/Q" Dr. Givings turns to his wife.

DR. GIVINGS. Was your hand on his cheek?
MRS. GIVINGS. It was,
DR. GIVINGS. I sce.
MRS. GIVINGS. And do you mind very much?

A pause, he considers.

DR. GIVINGS. It is odd - for some husbands such things end
in a screaming match or even in death, one hand on
a cheek. It has come (o mean an absolute thing: the
end of a book, those dreadful Mrs. Bovary books - but
how can it be absolute when there are so many shades
and degrees of love? Lady novelists like for it 10 be a
wagedy ~ because it means that the affair mattered,
mattered terribly — but it doesn’t, it needn’t.

: MRS. GIVINGS. The writer of Madame Bovary was not a

woman.

DR. GIVINGS. He was French, which is much the same thing.

MRS. GIVINGS. You dare to make 2 joke about the French -
at this moment? Most men would be — pale with rage!

DR. GIVINGS. Pale with rage, exactly, in a sentimental novel.
My point is: this is not the end of the book. You made
a mistake, that is all. The treatment I gave you made
you excitable. It is iny fault. A hand on the cheek,
these are muscles, skin, facts. It needn't mean that one
is preferred absolutely, or that one isn’t loved. So why
then jealousy? My darling, I don’t mind.

MRS. GIVINGS. Oh.
I had hoped that you would mind.

She stomps out of the room.
Dr. Givings is left there, alone.

DR. GIVINGS. Catherine?
He follows after her.

MRS. GIVINGS. Don'’t talk to me tonight, don’t talk to me
wmorrow! I will take breakfast in my own room!

A door slamming.

0
A song on the piano. %ﬂ‘
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80 IN THE NEXT ROOM OR THE VIBRATOR PLAY

MRS. GIVINGS. I think I should die of sorrow, in your place.
ELIZABETH. Die of sorrow? A mother of two cannot dic¢ of
SOITOW.
__ MRS. GIVINGS, But how do you go on, after?

ELIZABETH. My mother told me to pray cach day since I
was a litde girl, to pray that you borrow everything,
everyone you love, from God. That way your heart
doesn't break when you have to give your son, or your
mother, or your husband, back to God. I prayed Jesus,
let me be humble. I borrowed my child, I borrowed
my husband, T borrowed my own life from you, God.
But he felt like mine not like God's he felt like mine
more minc than anything.

God must have this huge horrible cabinet — all the
babies who get returned — and all those babies inside,
they're all crying even with God Himself to rock them
to sleep, still they want their mothers. So when started
to feel something for this baby, for your baby, I thought
no, take her back God.

When 1 first met her all I could think was: she is alive
and Henry is not. I had all this milk - I wished it would
dry up. Just get through the year, [ thought. Your milk
will dry up and you will forget. The more healthy your
baby got, the more dead my baby became. I thought
of her like a tic. I thought ~ fill her up and then pop!
You will see the blood of my Henry underneath. But
she seemed so grateful for the milk. Sometimes I hated
her for it. But she would look at me, she would give me
this ook — I.do not know what to call it if it is not called
love. T hope every day you keep her — you keep her
close to you — and you remember the blood that her
milk was made from. The blood of my son, my Henry.
Good-bye, Mrs. Givings.

MRS. GIVINGS. Good-bye, Elizabeth. S(O()
Mprs. Givings touches Elizabeth’s elbow.

Elizabeth pulls away and exits, o the nursery.
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