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the first day on a new job, a first date__

he first day of school,
hard. Starting a piece of writing can also

starting out can be
even il you have generated ple
in the sample introductions below, the

nty of ideas. Howevey

difticult,

in this chapter can help.
to notice that the thesis

the strategies
thesis statements are underlined as a study aid. Be sure
¢, or end of the introduction.

can come at the beginning, middl
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IMPORTANT

ﬁ‘_‘s_";:ﬂxpr.nxn Wy Your Torpic 1Is
Let your readers know why your topic is inportant, and you can engage their
interest. Say your essay will explain to residents of your town how they can
climinate cigarette advertising on billboards. Your introduction can explain why

residents should want to eliminate this advertising in the [irst place, like this:

Other than the tobacco companies and 8 few wieoting addicts who Llive Ln dendal,
few people dispute the fact thiat clonrettes are o seyisws—even a oea dLg—healf_h hoz-
ard. Beeause cugarettes ave so dangerous, Laws prohibit thelr advertising s televi-
sien., Unfortunately, @ similar ban does not exist for all print wmedia. A< a veswlt,
Mmany people are enticed to begun smoking atter viewing the ads that provaLse .
everything from “pure smoking plensure” to fun, friends, and vonmance. T us, we

shoulad Lobbgj Local officlals to ban cloarette aavertising on billbpavds j DL Eovs
el
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What should your reader know to appreciate or understand your topic? What inf

mation would establish a context for your essay? The answers to these qué::-: <
can provide background information in the introduction. For example, assume1 v
will argue that more federal money should be spent to educate children aboutyt(})llé
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If someone has said something applicable to your thesis and said it particularly

well, you can €ngage interest by quoting the remark. Just be syre that the quota-
tlon Is mteresting and not an overused expression like "better safe than sorry” or
“the early bird gets the worm.” Here is an example;

Everyone seems to agree that we Leavin from our mistakes and that failure can
€ vrore instructive than suceess. \Wh Y théwn, are students denied the o portunity
to repeat courses without penalty? So that we can yoﬁtrf;_rom,j. Uy vuistgioes ;-b'-..g

administration should allow students to take courses t—hmw
highést grade on our trawscrigts. ,-A{ter atl, as Gewneral c?Lin Powell has sa.d,
“There _a_r.cj no secrets to success. It is the result of prepavation, hard work, and

Learning from failure.”
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| f s 4 icine, can engage a reader,
Relevant statistics, particularly il they are surprising

ey, this eollgof MRS SPEAL $25 million for
o pivg thE SAVAE PEY L@, EVrollip . "
' L 1y, i
Lo AVE ENA Jlﬂ}jﬂd neve. Thes
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when you guote SOMCORL OF usc d statistic-wpeticwr you do so in Y‘Uf intro.
duction or elsewhere in your €ssay—Yyou must indicate the .SOUTCC: Notice {hat
in the sample introductions above, the source ol the quotlation 1S gi ven with the
words “as General Colin Powell has said,” and tlie source of the siatisuc is givey,
with the words “According to our campus newspapcer. .
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':E‘F'IND CoMMON GROUND WITH YOUR READEgR

Identify a point ol view or experience you and your rcader shave. Pft’SCn{ing 1hig
common ground in an introduction can create a bond between you and Your
reader, In the [ollowing introduction, the common ground is a shated gchoel
experience:

£ Sk covnmulSory attendance, everiiove wid 86 betsss st Think back to whe,
Yo weve bn higin schoet, Revagnaber the REds who tauses all the HrowbLe, ENE OnES Wi
Aisrupted the tencher aind maase b difhicult for tine vest of the eluss £0 Leurn? Thea wert
the stiedents who did et wawt to be tn school RiUwn AN LB HE Fhung)s miserable
for the students who did want te be there, Now ivaasling ow pach vuore LEaAING
would have occurved iof tne troubiens@irers hao beew. dilowed Lo quit seheel and et jobs

a3
ESCRIBE SOMETHING

Description adds interest and liveliness to writing.

At 5 feet 3 tnches anet 1340 pouniis, Mr. Darig Leoked Lime @ meattall, His |
stringy black hair. always tn aeea of & cut, Rept sliding tnto s 2L)es. and s
toe-tight shivts would wot stay tuckeed ko his too-tight polyester pants, He Wexe


https://wol.<.Ld

